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6th grade Science
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Syllabus 2016-2017
Course Objective

The goal of this course is to challenge students to connect physical science, ecology, and astronomy to the world around them while developing vocabulary, comprehension, and scientific reasoning skills through the use of lab activities, hands-on investigations, projects, and literacy resources.
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Supplies

	Three-ring notebook
	Textbook

	Notebook paper!!!
	Composition Book

	Pencils, pens!!!
	Agenda

	Colored pencils
	


Note: Other supplies, such as a flash drive, poster board, graph paper, and markers may be needed throughout the year in addition to the daily supplies 
Tentative Schedule and Topics
1st Quarter (August – October)
- Food Chains and Food Webs

-Types of consumers and producers

-Interactions of organisms in their ecosystems
- Biomes, climate, adaptations, ecological succession
2nd Quarter (October – December)
- Energy- types of energy, energy transformations

-Convection, Conduction, Radiation
- Engineering design process, independent and dependent variables, measurement

3rd Quarter (January – March)
- Earth’s atmosphere, wind, ocean currents, convection, weather, meteorology, types of clouds, humidity, greenhouse effect

4th Quarter (Mar – May)

- Relative distances of objects in the solar system, types of galaxies, stars, planets, moon phases, seasons on Earth, tides, eclipses, asteroids, meteors, meteorites, meteoroids
Make-up Policy

Any student who is absent has five days to complete missed work.  Make-up work is the student’s responsibility to collect and return in a timely manner.  For the absentee’s benefit, assignments are posted on the teacher webpage on a weekly basis and may change if need be. A student’s incompletion of graded make-up work after five days will result in a zero for that particular assignment.  Any student missing class for a school-related activity should let the teacher know beforehand so that make up work can be given.
*Tests and quizzes missed may be altered from the class version.

Grading Opportunities

Tests

Students will take an average of two to four tests per grading period.  Tests have a higher point value than homework, classwork and quiz assignments.  The instructor will review students beforehand in a variety of ways; however, students are responsible for test preparation. Some students have to put in more study time than others.  I will offer review sessions before or after school for students who need extra help and review before test days.  It is always beneficial to take advantage of these, if at all possible. 
 My test format involves multi-step questions, where students will have to analyze the information to determine the answer. My tests are not necessarily just memorization and recall of facts and definitions.  Please note that each test consists of multiple choice, short answer, and possible essay questions.  The essay questions should have as much detail and explanation as possible to receive the maximum amount of points.  Tests will be allowed to be retaken if a grade received by the student the first time is not up to their standard.  Students will need to complete relearning activities (posted on my webpage) before they can retake an alternate version of the test.  They will only have to retake the standards they missed on the test.  For example, if they missed 4 questions on the same standard, then the student will not need to retake the entire test but only questions that cover the standard(s) that they missed questions on the first time.  
Quizzes

Students will take several quizzes per grading period valued between 5 and 20 total points.  

Homework

Students will typically have several homework assignments per nine weeks.  I do not intend to assign a large amount of homework every night, but when I do give an assignment, it is one I feel is beneficial to the learning process and to the mastery of the science concepts being covered.  All homework assignments are expected to be turned in and completed in a timely manner.  If a homework assignment is not completed on time, students will receive late penalty grades and points will be docked from the assignment.
[image: image2.png]






Grading Scale





A
93-100





B
85-92





C
75-84





D
70-74





F
Below 70
Extra Credit


I do not offer extra credit in my class.  My philosophy is that students should be putting their effort, time, and brainpower into the assigned classwork, homework, and tests.  There may be instances where I will offer +1 or +2 points added to a test for different scenarios, but I do not give large point value assignments that count as extra credit towards the final nine weeks grade. 
Classroom Expectations

This course is designed to provide a maximum amount of learning among students; therefore, expectations regarding attendance and quality of work are high.  

Students, your first homework assignment is to read through the science syllabus with your parents and sign in the appropriate place below indicating you understand the expectations and procedures for 6th grade science.  If you have any questions, please feel free to ask me! 

Student name:__________________________________________________________

Student signature:_______________________________________________________

Science class period:____________

Parent signature:_______________________________________________________

